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“Working together as a family, Following in the footsteps of Jesus, always giving our best.”

Mrs L. Mills, Headteacher- holyfamilyprm @cardiff.gov.uk
Priest in charge: Father Solomon
Weekend Mass times- Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.30am
Telephone: School 029 20565354 Church: 029 20230492
School website address —https://www.holyfamilyprm.co.uk

6! December 2024

2nd Sunday of Advent

This weekend marks the second Sunday of Advent; the children are learning about the

importance of preparing for the arrival of Jesus.
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An Advent Prayer to share with your child
In his love Jesus has filled us with joy

As we prepare to celebrate his birthday

So that when he comes

He may find us watching in prayer

Our hearts filled with wonder and praise

The Advent Wreath

..’ on/

Most churches have at the heart of their worship an Advent wreath. The origins of the evergreen
wreath are ancient and probably pagan, but there is a symbolism with the wreath and its five

candles that is useful in retelling the Christmas story.

The second purple candle will be lit this weekend- The Bethlehem Candle, symbolising faith.




Year 6 Cycling Course

Well done to the children in Year 6 who undertook the Cycling Course this week. We had several
children who could not ride a bike at the beginning of the week, they have successfully learned to
ride a bike. Well done, the children’s behaviour was very good as usual.
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Lateness

This has become a problem again, in all of the Classes. School begins at
8.55am, therefore all children must be on site for that time. It is extremely
disruptive when children are late for the following reasons:

1. They miss the vitally important introduction to the day’s learning
2. The Teacher must get the Register back out to record the late mark
(this stops them from teaching)




3. The Dinner register must be changed (this stops the teacher from teaching)

4. Ms Jenkins/ Mrs Chivers/ Mrs Mills must leave the Office to escort children to their
Classroom, particularly if they are in the Foundation Phase. This leaves the Office
unstaffed; the telephone and door unanswered and important administration work
interrupted.

5. Some children receive additional learning interventions from the Teaching Assistants,
these begin at 8.55, your child would then miss these short but very important daily
sessions. They cannot be rescheduled as the Teaching Assistants work to very tight
timetables.

6. Most importantly they miss out on valuable learning opportunities and, they are often
very embarrassed if they are regularly late.

Please make every effort to enable your child to start school at 8.55am. Persistent latecomers
are now being referred to the School Attendance Officer and could result in a referral to Social
Services.

Attendance

If your child is unwell, please telephone the school the first morning of their
absence; we have a dedicated telephone line where you can leave a message. If
your child is unwell in the morning but then perks up, please bring them into
school, they will then get their afternoon mark.

Attendance Matters

Attendance Percentage Days at Number of

School Absences
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Applications to Reception Class September 2025

Applications for Reception Class for September 2025 opened on Monday 11t
November. You now need to apply online for a place at Holy Family via the Cardiff
Council website, School admissions section. The closing date is 13" January 2025.
Here is the link to the Cardiff Council website:
https://www.cardiff.gov.uk/ENG/resident/Schools-and-learning/Schools/Applying-for-a-school-
place/Primary-school/Pages/default.aspx

Please contact the Office if you need any help.




Christmas Plays 2024

Class 3 and 4 will perform the Nativity:

Class 5 and 6 will perform their Play in June.

Class 3 and 4 performance dates are: Tuesday 10" December and Wednesday 11t
December at 2pm.

A maximum of 100 tickets will be sold for each performance. We can only allow 100
people in the audience due to fire regulations. All seating as usual will be unreserved.
Tickets for the Plays are £2 each, payable via Parent Pay.

Christmas Lunch

The date for lunch is Wednesday 18th December. There will be no alternative option on the
menu- if your child does not like Christmas Lunch, they will need to bring a Packed Lunch. All
children are entitled to a free lunch. You need to order via Parent pay, the last date for
ordering is Friday 13* December. The school will provide a Christmas Cracker for every child.

MENU
Roast Chicken, Stuffing Ball, Roast Potatoes, Choice of
Vegetables, Gravy and Cranberry Satice
Plant Based Cutlet, Stuffing Ball, Roast Potatoes, Choice of ‘\5?

Main Course

~

Ml ColrsedRiantyRased) Vegetables, Gravy and Cranberry Sauce

Dessert Chocolate Ice Cream Yule Log and Mandarins Y’

Dessert (Plant-Based) Dairy Free lce Cream and Mandarins

Christingle Carol Service

This will take place on Thursday December 19th at 9.30a.m. Please provide % U {
your child with an Orange, we will supply the sweets and the ribbon. o 3| o
Oranges need to be in school by Wednesday 18" December. There will be
limited space for parents to attend, due to our growing number of pupils.

Christmas Disco for all pupils

We are very grateful to Karl who will as usual provide a disco for the children. Each Class
will have a Disco session in the Hall on Friday December 20th. The children can bring
their own personal plate of food for the afternoon of the disco. The children will be
provided with drinks. The children do not need to wear school uniform the day of the
Disco.

School uniform labelled
Please ensure all uniform is labelled, particularly Jumpers and Fleeces. Thank you.

Sharing success
If your child achieves something we can celebrate, either email a photograph or the child can
bring in their certificates, trophies etc. We will publish the good news in the Newsletter.

Diary dates 2024/25

These will be regularly updated:

December

Monday 2" December Year 6 Cycling Proficiency Training- 4 days
Tuesday 3" December Class 1 and 2 Christmas Play 2pm
Wednesday 4" December Class 1 and 2 Christmas Play 2pm
Tuesday 10" December Class 3 and 4 Christmas Play 2pm



Wednesday 11th December {(morning) Class 1 and 2 Sleeping Beauty pantomime at Bridgend
College

Wednesday 11" December Class 3 and 4 Christmas Play 2pm

Tuesday 17t December Class 5 and Class 6 visit the National Museum of Wales

Wednesday 18t December Christmas Lunch for the children

Thursday 19t December Christingle Carol Service 9.30am

Friday 20t December Christmas Disco for the children- in the afternoon. School closes for the
Christmas holidays 3.30pm

January

Monday 6% January Inset Day school closed to children

Tuesday 7t January children return to school

Monday 13% January closing date for applications for children starting Reception September 2025
Friday 24* January St Dwynwen’s Day — children to wear red

February

Tuesday February 11t Safer Internet Day

Thursday 13t February Valentine Disco. Classes 1, 2, and 3 4.15pm-5.15pm. Classes 4, 5 and 6
5.30pm-6.45pm.

Friday 21°' February Inset Day. School closed to children. Half term begins

March

Monday 3 March children return to school after half term

Wednesday 5% March Ash Wednesday Lent begins

Friday 7" March St David’s Day Celebrations

Monday 10" March World Book Day

Monday 17" March children in Year 6 attend Llangrannog Residential Centre

Wednesday 19t March children in Year 6 return from Llangrannog Residential Centre
Monday March 24t Swimming course for Year 6 begins - 2weeks

April

Friday 4™ April Y6 swimming course finishes

Monday 7t April Class 1, 2 and 3 Palm Sunday Assembly 3pm

Tuesday 8™ April Class 4 Last Supper Assembly 3pm

Wednesday 9t April Class 5 The Agony in the Garden and Trial of Jesus Assembly 3pm
Thursday 10 April Class 6 Crucifixion of Jesus Assembly 3pm

Friday 11t April Easter Raffle and school closes for the Easter holidays at 3.30pm

Monday 28" April children return to school after the Easter holidays

Monday 28t April Y5 children attend Manor Adventure Abernant Residential Centre
Wednesday 28t April Y5 children return from Manor Adventure Abernant Residential Centre
May

Monday 5" May school closed for Bank Holiday Monday

Monday 12t May National tests begin for Classes 3-6

Friday 23" May National tests finish. School closes for half term 3.30pm

June

Monday 2™ June school closed to children for an Inset Day

Thursday 19t June Sports Day

Thursday 26%™ June reserve Sports Day if weather is poor on June 19t

July

Tuesday 8 July Class 5 and 6 Play 2pm

Wednesday 9t July Class 5 and 6 Play 2pm

Thursday 17t July Year 6 Leavers’ Mass and Assembly

Monday 21t July Inset Day — school closes for the summer holidays



Inset Days 2024/25

Monday 6% January 2025,

Friday February 21st 2025,
Monday June 2" 2025
Monday 215t July 2025

Term Dates 2024/25

Term Term begins | Half Term Half Term Term ends
begins ends
Autumn Monday Monday Friday Friday
Term 2/9/2024 28/10/2024 1/11/2024 20/12/2024
Spring Term | Monday Monday Friday Friday
6/1/25 24/2/25 28/2/25 11/4/25
Summer Monday Monday Friday Monday
Term 28/4/25 26/5/25 30/5/25 21/7/25
*5/5/25 May Day
Bank Holiday
Term Dates 2025/26
Term Term begins | Half Term Half Term Term ends
begins ends
Autumn Monday Monday Friday Friday
Term 1/9/2025 27/10/2025 31/10/2025 19/12/2025
Spring Term | Monday Monday Friday Friday
5/1/26 16/2/26 20/2/26 27/3/26
Summer Monday Monday Friday Monday
Term 13/4/26 25/5/26 29/5/26 20/7/26

*4/5/26 May Day
Bank Holiday




By Foundation Phase 4
Nativity 2024
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This week in Class 3 we have been learning
about the season of Advent in our religion
lessons. We have focussed on the Advent
wreath and the meaning of it.

; There are ﬁve ccmdles Three G
purple, 1 rose and 1 whi - --'-f'--ia. _;_'_
_purple candles ar for hope, peace i
and love. The third candle to be lit
is rose and is a symbol ZofJoy The
wh;te candle is l;t on Chnstmas

Jonathan
We also learnt about Advent around
e the World and created a PicCollage
ADVENT AROUND THE WORLD with partners,

1 R
MEXICO ll Advent around the

Las Posadas is celebrated from Children break
16th-24th December. The children pifatas and w O r' 1 d
dress up and go to peoples houses. have a
Families process through the town, celebration at

somebody’s

_ Sy house.
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China

People give apples
wrapped in coloured
paper.

Philiopines

The Philippines start their
celebrations in November. Christmas
trees and lanterns are illuminated to
represent Jesus as the Light of the
World.

I

PICc:COLLAGE .
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. GOD IS WITH Us
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Class 4 have learnt that Isaiah wus an important prophet who wuas horn about
765 yewrs before Jesus. He wus a skillful poet. The chuwrch's Advent readings from
Isaiah look forward joyfully to the coming of the Promised One, the Messiah
whom God would send, and who would bring peace and justice on earth.

{ ore the Lord himself |
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COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN IN CLASS 5

Class 5 have used Sketchup to create amazing 3D models of art galleries. This very powerful
software can be used to create highly realistic models like the ones you see below. These
examples took a lot of painstaking work to build the rooms, add the floors, walls, paintings,
people, barriers, security gquards, red carpet etc. Here are 2 superb examples from Layla-

Ann and Ruby- Rose:
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We have been writing Welsh scripts for a trip to the
Cinema. We used timetables and planned our key
questions before hand using a bubble map. We then
transferred our key questions into a conversation using a
variety of sentence patterns previously learnt.

Drefnu trip i'r Sinema .y

Enric: Beth am drefnu trip i'r sinima? \,
Alaska: Ffantastig! \vigf

Alan: Beth wyt ti eisiau gweld? :
Beth wyt ti'n meddwl "Padington 3"?
Alaska: Dw i ddim eisiau gweld "Padington 3" achos gwelias
i'r film Dydd Mawrth gyda Tad. Wyt ti eisiau gweld “Happy
feet two"?
Alan: Nag ydw, ych a fi achos mae'n wastraff amser ond
mae'n well da fi "Alvin and the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked"
achos mae'n diddorol.
Dw i'n cytuno! Beth ydy dy farn di Alaska?
Alaska: ¥Yn fy marn i, dw i'n meddwl! bod "Alvin and the
Chipmunks: Chipwrecked" yn gyffrous.
Alan: Tawn. Pa Sinema?
Odeon. Pryd? Pa ddyd?
Alaska: Dydd Sul? Faint o'r gloch?
Alan: Hanner awr wedi dau yn y prynhawn. Sut wyt ti eisiau
mynd, Enric?
Mewn bws. Beth wyt ti eisiau gwisgo?
Alaska: Dw i eisiau gwisgo crys-t pinc a hefyd jins glas. Beth
wyt ti eisiau bwyta ac yfed, Alan?
Alan: Dw i esiau bwyta popcorn ac yfed Coke achos maen
flasus.




