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239 May 2025
This has been a very short but busy half term! The children in Years 2-6 have completed both
Maths tests and will undertake their reading tests the first week back after half term. Reminder
that Monday June 2" is an Inset Day.

School re-opens on Tuesday 3" June- we look forward to seeing the children well rested after
their half term break.

Catholic Life of the school

2025 is a Jubilee Year as ratified by Pope Francis. To mark
this year all Catholic schools in Cardiff and the Vale are
participating in a Pilgrimage Walk. On Tuesday we received
the Pilgrim’s Staff from pupils who had walked to us from
Mary Immaculate High School. We had a welcoming
ceremony to receive the pupils and the Staff. On Thursday
12 pupils myself and Mrs Osborn walked from school to St &
Joseph’s School on North Rd. The walk took us 2 hours, the ﬁ
children were a credit to the school.







Class 4 Assembly
This will take place on Thursday 5™ June at 3pm, we hope to see many parents in attendance.

Early pick ups at the end of the day

There are an increasing number of children being collected early from school in the afternoon.
School finishes at 3.30pm, unless you have a medical appointment children should not be
collected early.

Attendance
You have probably noticed the banner outside the school. We are working alongside Cardiff
Council to try and zet our attendance back to where it was pre-pandemic. We regularly had
attendance of 95% each day, currently we are lucky to achieve 90% each day. Please make every
effort to send your child to school every day unless they are unwell.
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Late in the mornings
This has become a problem again, in many of the Classes. It is extremely disruptive
when children are ate for the following reasons:

1. They miss the vitally important introduction to the day’s learning




2. The Teacher has to get the Register back out to record the late mark (this stops them
from teaching)

3. The Dinner register has to be changed (this stops the teacher from teaching)
Miss Jenkins/ Mrs Chivers/ Mrs Mills has to leave the Office to escort children

Be on time

to their Classroom, particularly if they are in the Foundation Phase. This leaves
the Office unstaffed; the telephone and door unanswered and important
administration work interrupted.

5. Some children receive additional learning interventions from the Teaching
Assistants, these begin at 8.55, your child would then miss these short but very
important daily sessions. They cannot be rescheduled as the Teaching Assistants

at five to nine

work to very tight timetables.

Most importantly they miss out on valuable learning opportunities and, they
are often very embarrassed if they are regularly late.
Please make every effort to ensure that your child is in school for 8.55a.m.

Thank you.
Diary dates 2025
May
Friday 23" May School closes for half term 3.30pm
June

Monday 2" June school closed to children for an Inset Day

Thursday 5t June Class 4 Assembly 3pm

Thursday 12 June Class 2 Assembly

Thursday 19" June Sports Day

Monday 23 June Transition Day 1 at Corpus Christi High School for children transferring to Year 7
in September )

Thursday 26™ June reserve Sports Day if weather is poor on June 19t

Monday 30th June Transition Day 2 at Corpus Christi High School for children transferring to Year
7 in September

July

Thursday 3" July Class 1 Assembly 3pm

Monday 7t July Year 6 Leavers’ Mass at St David’s Cathedral

Tuesday 8t July Class 5 and 6 Play 2pm

Wednesday 9t July Class 5 and 6 Play 2pm

Tuesday 15™ July Year 6 Leavers’ Party 5-7pm

Thursday 17% July Year 6 Leavers’ Mass and Assembly

Monday 215t July Inset Day — school closes for the summer holidays

Inset Days 2025

Monday June 2™ 2025

Monday 21t July 2025

Inset days Autumn 2025

Monday 1%t September 2025
Tuesday 2" September 2025

Friday 24" October

3 further days- dates to be decided.



Term Dates 2024/25

Term Term begins | Half Term Half Term Term ends
begins ends
Autumn Monday Monday Friday Friday
Term 2/9/2024 28/10/2024 1/11/2024 20/12/2024
Spring Term | Monday Monday Friday Friday
6/1/25 24/2/25 28/2/25 11/4/25
Summer Monday Monday Friday Monday
Term 28/4/25 26/5/25 30/5/25 21/7/25
*5/5/25 May Day
Bank Holiday
Term Dates 2025/26
Term Term begins | Half Term Half Term Term ends
begins ends
Autumn Monday Monday Friday Friday
Term 1/9/2025 27/10/2025 31/10/2025 19/12/2025
Spring Term | Monday Monday Friday Friday
5/1/26 16/2/26 20/2/26 27/3/26
Summer Monday Monday Friday Monday
Term 13/4/26 25/5/26 29/5/26 20/7/26

*4/5/26 May Day
Bank Holiday
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We’ve been busy bees in Class One this week. We celebrated International
Bee Day on Tuesday. Mrs Stanford-Stroud showed us how to ‘bee’ a good
beekeeper. We put on a special beekeepers suit, and looked at the honey

frames that the bees will make into their honeycomb.

honeycomb 1s
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The hees go and look for flowers. ‘They drink up the nectar and collect pollen on their
flufty legs and tummies. They fly back to their hives and put the nectar in the
honeycomb. They fap their wings to make delicious honey.
g W M v

Ahwitteritoh com s AN




This week we have been learning about the
Feast of Pentecost. We have found out the
events of Pentecost and how the coming of the
Holy Spirit changed the disciples. We explored
artworks inspired by Pentecost from a range of
cultures around the world. We used ideas from
these to create our own Pentecost pictures. The
details we have included are inspirational.

Inspired by the knowledge of the Holy Spirit and its powerful impact on
the lives of the disciples, we felt moved to write prayers inviting the Holy
Spirit to dwell within us, just as it did with them. The children worked in
groups to create these beautiful prayers.
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Come Holy Spirit]" ol
WHOTANC,

: T3 Fill us with lifg,
Come Holy Spirit i Come Holy Spirit chtortell
To us and make us strong. [ Anll giveus power. -} 1 f
Come Holy Spirit come and _ Come Holy Spirit K
make us brave. + F Help us learn different
Come Holy Spirit help us to ,languages
tell people about Jesus. Com:ﬁ:‘y Spirit
#nd make us brave.

sme Holy Spirit
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This week in our Religion lessons we have been focussing on the Fruits of
the Holy Spirit. We read the scripture carefully and explored how we can
open our hearts to the Holy Spirit. God sent us the Holy Spirit to be with us
when Jesus no longer was. By opening our hearts to the Holy Spirit and
being filled with its fruits we open our hearts to God’s love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

We created visual representations of each gift and then we created our own
litanies using the Fruits of the Holy Spirit and the repeated line Come Holy
Spirit. Here are Nathan and Tabitha’s litanies.

Let us spread the good news and the message
of Jesus.

Come Holy Spirit

Let us share the love with one and other as
you loved us.

Come Holy Spirit

Let us spread the joy with one another.
Come Holy Spirit

Let us have peaceful lives.

Come Holy Spirit

Let us be patient and wait our turn.
Come Holy Spirit

Let us be kind and forgive one and other.

Come Holy Spirit

Let us show respect to one and other and do
the right thing.

Come Holy Spirit
Let us show faith and trust in God.
Come Holy Spirit

Let us show self-control by making the right
choices.

Come Holy Spirit
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In Science the children have been learning ahout teeth. They know the names of all the

different teeth and the role that each tooth plays. They are aware of the importance af keeping
their teeth healthy and used ICT to create posters and fact files.
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& Visit the dentist e mﬁsmm

Don l?_rmgll If you eat sugary snacks or drink sugary drinks too
BRUSH often this can cause tooth decay.
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When sugar is put into your mouth, it is broken
down by the bacteria in the sticky plaque film found
: on your teeth to make acid,
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This acid then attacks your teeth and eats
away at the surface causing decay.

Fact: To keep your teeth healthy you must brus
twice a day and also visit the dentist once every

Looking afier your feeth

cu* do"n . day and say ‘no’ to sugary foods and ’
V|SIf the will make teeth rot!
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use fluoride toothpaste g
=]



DIGITAL LITERACY IN CLASS 5

Class 5 have researched different rivers and used Google Sheets to create
databases from given fields. Here are some examples from Ruby Rose, Katie

and Jacob:
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RIVER NAME CONTINENT SOURCE Mount LENGTH IN XM COUNTRIES IT FLOWS THROUGH FUN FACTS
River Nite AFRICA *  BLUE NILE RIVER. Nlls Delto. 5,650 km Enyl, Sudan ond more! It reachas 4,000 miles,
River Talt EURCPE *  BRECOMN BEACONS. Meditarronean Sea. 67 km Woles, It iz known as the Afon Tal
River Ely EUROPE *  TONYPANDY Cordlif Bay, 40km Wales, The river is 24 miles fong.
River Amazon SOUTH AMERICA *  MANTARG RIVER AMlanlic Ocean 6,400 km Muitiple Soulh American ploces The Amazon has over 1000 know
River Thames EUROPE *  THAMES HEAD North Sea 346G km England. The river is considered one of the
River Mississipp! NORTH AMERICA *  LAKE ITASCA. Gull of Mexico 3,706 km usa It spans tan whote Amarlcan stal
River Calurado NORTH AMERICA * LA POUDRE PASS LAKE Gull of Collfania 2334 km us. The Grand Conyon, o huge cany
River indus ASIA *  TIBETAN PLATEAU Arablon Sea 3180 km Ching, india. Pokistan plus Alghanistan Basin areq: 1165 million km2
Rlver Cotumbia NORTH AMERICA COLUWBIA LAKE Pacliic Ocean 2000 km us. It has lresh water as the mauth it
River Tvreed EUROPE *  TWEEDS WELL North Sea 156 km Scotland pus malnty England Itis signillcontly knoven as the Su
Rlver Red ASIA BUCK CREEK Mississlppt River 2,188 km China plus Vlelnom The river is called the Rad River b
River Congo AFRICA = LAKE TANGANYIKA Alantic Gcean, 4,700 km Many In Adricat Itis the second longest river corr
B ¥ l E F [}
1
7 RIVER MILE AFRICA v THEBLUE NLERIVER  NILEDELTA 6650KM FGYPT, SUDANSOUTH SUDANECT  There's mite than ane Rivar Nile.
I HYRVER FURORE v TONYPANDY CARDIFF BAY 40KM WALES [tis 0 24-mile-long fivar in South Wales.
RIVER TAFF EURORE v BRECON BEACONS MEDITERRANEAN SEA B7¥M WALES Itis formad inta two rivers.
5 THEAMAIONRIVER  SOUTHAMERICA  ~ MANTARORIVER ATLANTIC OCEAN 6400KM MULTIPLE SOUTH AMERICA It's Named After a Gragk Myth.
P MISSISSIPPLRIVER  NORTHAMERICA v LAKEITASCA GULF OF MEXICO 3766 KM UNITED STATES Rich musical haritage and cultural influence.
T RIVER THAMES EUROPE v THAMES HEAD NORTH SEA 346 KM USA The River is around 20 metres ot its deapest.
i RIVER SEVERN EUROPRE v PUMLUMON FAWR RIVER SEVERN 354 KM WALES AND ENGLAND Tha Sevarn is tha longast river in the UK, stratching 220 miles,
Y QIVERCOLORADO  NORTHAMERICA v LAPOUDREPASSLAKE  GULF OF CALIFORNIA 2330 KM UNITED STATES It originates in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado.
12 RIVER REDE ASIA v BUCKCREEK RIVER NORTH TYNE SIKM ENGLAND It flowws for 24 miles through lorests and farmland, ultimately
L MEKONG RIVER ASIA v LASAGONGMA SPRING  MEKOMG RIVER DELTA, 4830 KM Asian countrias. The river is hom to numerous wateralls, some of which are
- | (Las R - RV T RN L] =T
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MAME COMTINENT SOURCE MOUT bé LEMGTH [W KM
Hile River Afriza * Aatbara redditeravean sea EBEAO b
Amazaw River Scutn Amanca v tAantare nver Atlartic acear. L0 ke
Yangtze River Anig - ik Shav.gnai &0 b
Rivar Thames Sarope - Thamesn Head worth Sea 36 km
Mississippl Rver Mot Apnica Rinpr Itgsca i Norte Mvssscta The Gull of Mewiza AT0E b
Juriaa River Scute Artanca v lc@ah Amazow, Rivet 350 A
Rlver Valga Earnpe - valdar Hill Caspan sra Lot
Red rasr Mz Th iz v Prata Licg Tosn Fark ked Raer Mircicnpp Ras 21900 kv
Higkr River Africa - Guihed Higriands Atlartic ocear, Ha20 bk
Gonges River Anig - Gangotn Glacier oy of Bavaal 202h km
Danuge Rier Europe - Brigackh Black &2 2T b
Mekong River Asia - Lasagomgra Spang Bourk Chinal Sea 430 K
Salwean Rivar Asia - Ticetan Flaregu. furdaman Sea KFCE R T
500 Frawcisco River Scudls Amenca = Canaztea woxavikgir Atlartic ocear 2830 ko
Maranon River L Scutn Amarica v s Aoy ML ETIT7 bt
Purumays River ¥ Scutn Amerca Ardean Mounrain Amazce, Mt TOS
¥ingu Rivar Scute Amanca * Marc Grouso Plateas Amazar River 1840 ape
Bawrwd Riner Afriza - adamaea Plateau KiGee Rivpe HOD M
F22 v | Ji
u « [ £
MAME CONTINENT SOURCE MOUTH LENGTH (IN KM) COUNTRIES IT FLOWS THROUGH
NILE AFRICA v Lake Victunn Mediterraran sean 6650 kn Burundi Rwarkla, Tanzanla Uganda Kenyithe Democratic Republic of the Cungo. Eihlopto, Erilien Soulh Sudan,
AMAZON SOUTH AMERICA ¥ Mantiru Ryver Altanhc Oueun 0400 kin Brazl, Bolivia, Pery, Ecuador, Culombln, Venezuela, Guyana, Sunnamae, and French Guiana.
THAMES EURCFE v Thwmes Huend Thames Esloary 346 kmy UK.
CONGO AFRICA v Lake Tanganyka  Aflandk Ocean 4700 kim Angota. the Democralic Republic of Hke Congu. the Republie of the Congo, the Central Altican Republic. Zambid
YANGTZE ASIA v Cinghin East Cluna Sca 6300 km China
MISSISSIPPI NORTHAMERICA ~  Lake llasca Gull of Mexico 376G km uUsAa
VOLGA EUROPE v Valda Hllls Casplan Sea 3530 km Russi
RHINE EUROPE ¥ Vorderrtheln Noith Sea 1233 km Swilzeriand, Liechlenstem, Austng. Germany. France, and he Netherlands
ZANBEZI AFRICA v Manilunga Indian Ocean 2574 kin Zombra, Angula, Namibla, Zimk , and Mo,
" MEKONG ASIA ¥ Lasingongma Mekunyg River Dalta 4350 kin China, Myanmau, Laos, Thinland, Cambuodia, and Vietnam
1 NIGER AFRICA v Guinea Hightands  Attanie Ocean 4200 kin Niger. Guinea, Cute de lvorre, Mali, Burkina Faso, Algena. Bemn, Chad, Cameroon, and MNigeria
11 SEINE EURDPE v  Sourcu-Seime English Channe! 777 kan France.
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e CONFIRMATION
m Confirmation

"4 Confirmation is a Sacrament of Initiation. This special Catholic Sacrament

3‘)‘@ is one of mature Christian commitment where a Christian is able to renew

Q!,'. their Baptismal vows, previously taken for them by their parents and .‘"4'.
sp?e@ godparents. In England and Wales most people are baptised when they are babies and many %’«g
@ people are Confirmed when they are older. You are usually confirmed by a Bishop. During @
%T«g Confirmation you receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit and you choose a name of a saint and this saint %Y@
oVa should then act as an inspiration to the candidate and they should try to live their own lives

v fthen ¢ a¥a
%1& following their examples. = %TG@
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s;i':@ Gathering

ol Candidates gather together in Mass in readiness for this

s‘)‘r«g important initiation ceremony. They invite their family, friends and

N\ sponsors to join the parish family in this important sacrament. For the

m gathering the Bishop wears a mitre and carries a cross he also carries
a long staff which is curved at the top like a shepherd's staff. Carrying

‘w o,
%‘@ the staff symbolizes his role of caring for all like a shepherd cares for its sheep. soyvg
aVa
s;;;g Liturgy Of the word

The scripture readings are chosen and read. They speak of
o¥a p 9 ysp

ﬁ'& wisdom, open mindedness, discipleship, strength, hope and the role of the
Holy Spirit. After the readings the candidates are brought to the Bishop

s;i'og and the gathered community. The Bishop usually addresses the
candidates directly on this important day. He also reminds them of the

s‘m day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples as Jesus promised them giving them m
the strength and courage to continuing fulfilling the mission of Christ Jesus.
o¥a Ve
'S WS
so' Celebration of the Sacrament
.‘1{" The candidates are called together. The Bishop extends his hands over them. He prays that the Holy Y
so @ Spirit will strengthen them with special gifts. 30 Gz
a¥n oVa
e o
% Q@ Anointing with Chrism % 0@
"Y“'. The Bishop dips his right thumb into the oil of Chrism and makes the sign of the cross on the g"
30«@ candidate’s forehead. The Bishop then says “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit”. At this point % (lg
9
.“' the candidate will receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Wisdom, understanding right judgement, d‘i"h
sﬂﬂe courage, knowledge, reverence and wonder and awe in God's presence. sﬂ Gg
% %
30«@ One Body 3;) (g
@ The Bishop says, “Peace be with you”, the candidate replies, "And with your spirit”. Special ‘3
%’(’s prayers follow for those who have been confirmed as well as their parents, grandparents, sponsors s‘)"l@
oVa and so on. The Mass will then continue in its unusual pattern. &
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